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This class is an introduction to the art of letterpress  
printing. Letterpress is a printing technique that uses 
raised lead type (traditional) or a photopolymer (light-
sensitive plastic) plate to reproduce text and line art on 
a sheet of paper.

Students will learn to sort, set, and print with traditional 
lead type. Tools used include: type cabinet, type cases, 
composing stick, and printing presses. Supplies used  
include: type, sorts, spacers/quads, leads, reglets, and 
furniture.

They will also use a computer to produce a digital  
negative, which in turn, will be used to produce a photo- 
polymer printing plate. Equipment used include: 
computer, inkjet printer, and a UV exposure unit.  
Supplies used include: inkjet transparency material and 
photopolymer material.

Students will produce printed pieces of their own design 
using on both lead type and photopolymer plates. In  
addition, all students will participate in a print exchange 
with all members of the class.

Adventures in LetterpressAdventures in LetterpressAdventures in Letterpress
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t Understand the lay of a typecase

t Gain competency with composing type

t Demonstrate correctly locking up a printing form

t Produce a digital negative of text and/or line art

t Produce a photopolymer plate from the digital negative

t Identify basic types of printing presses

t Demonstrate a working knowledge of a platen press

t Demonstrate a working knowledge of a cylinder press

t Design and produce a multi-page printed piece

t Design and produce a broadside or poster

Course Goals/
Learning Objectives

Summer 2012
3 Credit Hours

8:00-Noon
Monday-Saturday
June 25 to July 7

Arts Annex West
Rooms 132, 8 & 9

John Tonai
970-351-1771

students@johntonai.com
Office: Arts Annex 204



•	 This class uses Arts Annex 132 
as the classroom. Arts Annex 
8 [Composing Room] & 9 
[Printing Room] are used as 
the primary work labs.

•	 Computer equipment used in 
the class are: iMac computers, 
Wacom tablets/styluses, Digi-
tal Projector, Epson inkjet 
printers and a Local Server.

•	 Printing equipment used in 
the class are: Vandercook 4T 
Proof Press, Challenge 1528 K Proof Press and Superior Pilot Presses.

•	 Software used in the class are: Adobe Illustrator, and InDesign CS5.

•	 Cell phones must be turned off during class meetings. If a phone needs to left 
it on for emergencies, the student must inform the instructor prior to the start 
of class and set the phone to vibrate. They must leave the class to answer the 
phone and return as soon as possible. Violations will affect the class participa-
tion grade.

Technology Use

Textbook

Resources Letterpress printing Books [annotation By DaviD s. rose, Five roses press]

•	 General Printing by Glen U. Cleeton and Charles W. Pitkin: [Bloomington, Ill: 
McKnight & McKnight Publishing Company, 1941-1963, 195pp.] Probably 
the best all-around introductory book for traditional letterpress printing, 
this manual is profusely illustrated with detailed and useful photographs. 
As compared to some of the other books listed below, this one is aimed at a 
college-level reader. Copies of the book are usually available in both paper-
back and hardcover from online dealers and antiquarian book sources.

•	 The Practice of Printing by Ralph W. Polk (in later editions, together with Edwin 
W. Polk): [Peoria, Illinois: The Manual Arts Press, 1937-1945; later editions 
Charles A. Bennett & Co., 1952-1964, 300+ pp]. The most ubiquitous let-
terpress printing manual of the twentieth century. This is the standard, in 
print for over 40 years, from which many current letterpress printers first 
learned in school print shop classes, and is a good basic reference for the let-
terpress printer, pitched at roughly a senior high school level. By 1971 it was 
updated to de-emphasize handset type, and was re-issued as “The Practice of 
Printing: Letterpress & Offset”. If you are primarily interested in letterpress 

•	 The primary textbook may be found on the class blogsite <http://johntonai.
wordpress.com>. Click on the “Workshops” link and then click on the “Ad-
ventures in Letterpress” link.
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printing, try to get one of the earlier editions.

•	 Platen Press Operation by George J. Mills: [Pittsburgh, Carnegie Institute of 
Technology, 1953, 150 p. illus.] This manual is the first choice of letterpress 
cognoscenti who are printing on platen presses, and serves as the missing 
“owner’s manual” for traditional platen presses such as Chandler & Price, 
Gordon, Pearl and other floor-mounted job presses. It should be read in 
conjunction with one of the above books, which provide more thorough 
coverage of hand type-setting and composition. This invaluable book is still 
available, in a reprint of the 1959 edition, from NA Graphics.

•	 Printing Digital Type on the Hand-Operated Flatbed Cylinder Press by 
Gerald Lange (Fifth Edition). California: Bieler Press, 2012 This is one of 
the few letterpress manuals currently in print, and the only one specifically 
addressing both Vandercook proof presses (the gold standard for current fine 
letterpress printers) and photopolymer plates. This book is the authority on 
the technologies of “modern” limited edition letterpress printing. Subjects 
covered include digital type and computer practices; letterpress configura-
tion; photopolymer plates, flat-bases, and processing equipment; photopoly-
mer plate-making; plate registration and travel; impression; cylinder packing 
and makeready; presswork; ink and inking; press operation and mainte-
nance, as well as an updated listing of manufacturers and distributors. 
Newly included with this edition are troubleshooting guides to problems 
encountered during the processing and printing of photopolymer plates.

•	 Printing on the Iron Handpress by Richard-Gabriel Rummonds is the most 
comprehensive book ever published on the subject, and is still in print from 
Oak Knoll Press. (Note that “handpress” here means something specific 
when it comes to letterpress printing, and doesn’t refer to ordinary hand-
operated presses such as a Kelsey or a Pilot.) Precise techniques for printing 
on the handpress are presented in lucid, step-by-step procedures that Rum-
monds perfected over a period of almost twenty-five years at his celebrated 
Plain Wrapper Press and Ex Ophidia. In tandem with more than 400 
detailed diagrams by George Laws, Rummonds describes every procedure 
a printer needs to know from setting up a handpress studio to preparing 
books for the binder.

•	 Printing for Pleasure, A Practical Guide for Amateurs by John Ryder 
[published in multiple editions from 1955-1977, in England and the US, by 
publishers including Chicago: Henry Regnery Co., (1977) and London: The 
Bodley Head (1976) This is still in print from The Bodley Head in the UK 
or Oak Knoll Books in North America].  A lovely, classy, little book, both 
pleasing to look at and inspirational for the novice amateur printer. This in-
troductory work gives a light overview of the hobby of letterpress printing on 
both sides of the Atlantic, covering how to choose a press, type, paper and 
ink, as well as planning, design and production. A good place to start if you 
are just considering taking up this avocation, and a nice place to come back 
to every now and then to remind you why you are still printing.
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Books on type [annotation From oak knoLL WeBsite]
•	 American Metal Typefaces of the Twentieth Century by Mac McGrew 

(Second Edition Reprint) Delaware: Oak Knoll Press, 1993. Discover 1,600 
classical as well as bizarre typefaces in one of the most massive tributes to 
the history of printing and metal types. This edition of American Metal 
Typefaces of the Twentieth Century contains 300 more typefaces in a clean, 
attractive format. This well-organized work captures the rapidly disappearing 
traditions and legacy that metal-type printing has left behind. Much of this 
information has been lost by the passage of time, and its preservation in this 
book is essential for anyone studying typefaces, typography, and its history.

WeBsites [generaL Letterpress]

•	 Briar Press <http://www.briarpress.org/>

•	 Introduction to Letterpress Printing in the 21st Century <http://www.
fiveroses.org/intro.htm>

WeBsites [suppLiers]

•	 NA Graphics <http://nagraph.com/>

•	 Dave Churchman <http://excelsiorpress.org/forsale/DaveChurchman/index.html>

•	 American Printing Equipment & Supply <http://www.americanprintingequip-
ment.com/>

WeBsites [type FounDries]

•	 Bixler Type Foundry <http://www.mwbixler.com/>

•	 M & H Type <http://www.arionpress.com/mandh/index.htm>

•	 Moore Wood Type <http://moorewoodtype.com/>

•	 Skyline Type Foundry <http://www.skylinetype.com/>

•	 Sterling Type Foundry <http://www.sterlingtype.com/>

•	 Virgin Wood Type <http://virginwoodtype.com/blog/>

WeBsites [photopoLymer suppLiers/pLatemakers]

•	 Boxcar Press <http://www.boxcarpress.com/>

•	 Photopolymer Plates <http://www.photopolymerplates.com>

•	 Photopolymer Plates Letterpress <http://bielerpressxi.blogspot.com>

WeBsites [BLogs/internet maiLing Lists]

•	 Letpress <https://listserv.unb.ca/>

•	 Ladies of Letterpress <http://ladiesofletterpress.ning.com/>

•	 PPLetterpress <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PPLetterpress/>
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Classroom Procedures/
Policies 

Assessment

Equipment & Supplies  equipment [requireD]: 
•	 All required equipment will be provided by the school

suppLies [requireD]:
•	 Photopolymer plate for final project(s)
•	 Paper for final projects

suppLies [optionaL]:
•	 Custom ink color for final project (for colors not supplied by the school) 

This class is primarily composed of demonstration and hands-on activity, supple-
mented by lecture. 
attenDance: 
•	 Students are responsible for all information presented during all scheduled 

class times. Students are required to be in class for lectures and demonstra-
tions. Any student who is absent the first 2 class meetings will be dropped 
from the class

•	 All scheduled field trips, demos, and lab times are considered to be part of 
class. Attendance is expected and required

•	 There is 1 full letter grade deduction for every 3 non-excused absences.
exercises:
•	 Technical exercises demonstrate the student’s skill and knowledge regarding 

specific technical areas. There are 3 technical exercises.
assignments:
•	 308–Students are required to produce two finished editions of at least 25 

copies. Artwork may be a small multi-page piece or 8-1/2 x 11 broadside.
•	 508–Students are required to produce four finished editions of at least 25 

copies. Artwork must be at least one small multi-page piece and one 8-1/2 x 
11 broadside

•	 assignments: All editions must be brought to class at the last meeting. One 
copy is to be left with the instructor. In addition, one copy is to be distrib-
uted to each student in the class. 

•	 exercises: All exercises must be submitted according to the instructions 
given with the exercise. 

Submission Procedures

•	 308: This course is assessed pass/no pass. A student earns a passing grade 
with the successful submission of all exercises and required assignments. Any 
missing requirement will result in the student not passing the course.

•	 508: Students taking the class for graduate credits will be assessed an A–F 
letter grade. Each assignment project will be worth 25% of the grade. Each 
unacceptable or missing exercise will result in a deduction of one whole 
grade.
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•	 It is expected that members of this class will observe strict policies of 
academic honesty and will be respectful of each other. Any instances in 
which cheating, including plagiarism and unauthorized use of copyrighted 
materials, computer accounts, or someone else’s work is determined, will be 
referred to Student Services and will be investigated to the fullest extent.

•	 Students may not submit work they did prior to the start of this semester. 
Any recycled work submitted will be considered cheating and will result in 
an F for the course.

•	 For more information regarding plagiarism, see: 

 http://www.unco.edu/dos/academicIntegerty/index.html

Academic Integrity:
Plagiarism/Consequences

•	 Students with disabilities:  Any student requesting disability accommoda-
tion for this class must inform the instructor giving appropriate notice.  
Students are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services at (970) 
351-2289 to certify documentation of disability and to ensure appropriate 
accommodations are implemented in a timely manner.

 http://www.unco.edu/DSS/eligibilty.asp

Disability Statement

•	 Students should get in the habit of regularly saving work and getting up from 
behind the computer. Taking a short walk and stretching will help alleviate 
muscle soreness

•	 Students should always wash their hands prior to and after using keyboards
•	 Students should never operate electrical equipment with wet hands
•	 Food and drinks are not allowed in the digital lab

Safety Issues

Student Code of Conduct •	 All students are expected to adhere to the University’s Student Code of Con-
duct, designed to promote a safe and respectful learning environment. For 
more information about your rights and responsibilities as a UNC student, 
see:

     
 www.unco.edu/dos/honor_code/index.html

http://www.unco.edu/dos/academicIntegerty/index.html
http://www.unco.edu/DSS/eligibilty.asp
www.unco.edu/dos/honor_code/index.htmlhttp://
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Lab Hours

TOPIC
Demo/Activity/Lecture

READING/RESOURCES EXERCISES/ASSIGNMENTSCourse Schedule

Intro to class; intro to let-
terpress; lay of the case

Textbook on blogsite Exercise 1: Lay of the CaseMonday 6/25

Composing; Lock-up; 
Imposing

Tuesday 6/26

Photopolymer Exercise 2: PhotopolymerWednesday 6/27

Printing Presses [Proof; 
Platen]; Proving; Makeready

Exercise 3: ProvingThursday 6/28

Printing Press [Cylinder]Friday 6/29

Work DaySaturday 6/30

Work DayMonday 7/2

Work DayTuesday 7/3

Work DayWednesday 7/4

Work DayThursday 7/5

Work DayFriday 7/6

Final Presentation; distribu-
tion of work; class evaluation

Colorado Wayzegoose  9–12
Ewing Farm, 1915 N 95th St. 
Lafayette

All Projects DueSaturday 7/7


