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This class is a photographic exploration of Mesa Verde  
National Park. It is composed of three parts: short lectures/demos on  
photography techniques, free time to photograph the site, and lab time 
to process and print out the images. This class is open to people with 
all levels of photography skills. Students may shoot with digital or 
film camera of their choice.

Mesa Verde NP provides photographers a wide range of subject mat-
ter, including: cultural/historical sites, landscape, nature, and people. 
There are no restrictions as to the subject matter except that which is 
prohibited by the National Park Service.

During the week at Mesa Verde, the class will be camping with the 
art history class. Students who are taking both classes are required 
to go on the walks and lessons. Students who are just taking the 
photography class are free to either join them or go off on their own. 
Most of the days, the early mornings, late afternoons and evenings 
are available for photography. 

The photography class will be going on a reserved entry to Balcony 
House (pending National Park approval). This is an hour-long op-
portunity to photograph Balcony House before it opens to the public. 
There is a fee of $50 that must be paid by the end of the previous 
semester unless arrangements have been made with the instructor.

On the last morning at Mesa Verde, participants have the option of 
going to Hovenweep National Monument to photograph the Solstice 
indicator at sunrise. 

The second week of class is work time to process and print out images 
taken on the trip. During the last class meeting, students will show 
off their finished work and share prints with classmates.

Photography @ Mesa Verde
art 308 [508]-006

t Travel to a location and photograph features specific to that location
t Produce a body of work based on personal interests & style 
t Produce an edition of prints to be distributed to classmates & school

Course Goals/Learning Objectives

Summer 2012
3 Credit Hours

June 18 to 22
Mesa Verde NP

1:00-5:00 
Monday-Saturday

June 25 to 30
Arts Annex West

Room 132

John Tonai
970-351-1771

students@johntonai.com
Office: Arts Annex 204



•	 This class uses Arts Annex 132 as the computer lab. Arts Annex 128 is the printing lab.

•	 Computer equipment used in the class are: iMac computers, Wacom tablets/styluses, Digital 
Projector, Epson inkjet printers and a Local Server.

•	 Software used in the class are: Adobe Lightroom 3 and Photoshop CS5, and Photomatix Pro.

•	 Cell phones must be turned off  during class meetings. If  a phone needs to left it on for emer-
gencies, the student must inform the instructor prior to the start of  class and set the phone to 
vibrate. They must leave the class to answer the phone and return as soon as possible. Violations 
will affect the class participation grade.

Technology Use

Textbook •	 There are no textbooks for this course. However, a guidebook to Mesa Verde is recommended if  
you are unfamiliar with the park.

Classroom Procedures/
Policies 

Assessment

Equipment & Supplies  EquipmEnt [rEquirEd]: 
•	 Students are required to supply their own camera equipment
SuppliES [rEquirEd]:
•	 Pharos printing fee
•	 Inkjet paper for prints

This class is primarily composed of  hands-on activity, supplemented by lecture/demo. 
AttEndAncE: 
•	 Students are responsible for all information presented during all scheduled class times. Students 

are required to be in class for lectures and demonstrations. 
ASSignmEntS:
•	 308: Students are required to produce a finished portfolio of  at least 8 photographs. In addi-

tion, each participant must produce a print edition large enough to give each student and the 
instructor a photograph.

•	 508: Students are required to produce a finished portfolio of  at least 15 photographs. In addi-
tion, each participant must produce a print edition large enough to give each student and the 
instructor a photograph.

•	 portfolioS: All print portfolios must be brought to class at the last meeting. An electronic 
portfolio must also be submitted to the class dropbox. All images must be saved as a .jpg at 
full size and quality of  10. The folder containing the image must be labeled: <last name_first 
name_Mesa Verde_2012>. In addition all image files must be labeled: <last name_first name_title 
of piece_Mesa Verde_2012.jpg>

•	 EditionS: One photograph in the edition is to be distributed to each student in the class and 
with the instructor.

Submission Procedures

•	 308: This course is assessed pass/no pass. A student earns a passing grade with the successful 
submission of  the electronic and print portfolios, and the complete distribution of  photo-
graphs to class participants. Any missing requirement will result in the student not passing the 
course.

•	 508: Students taking the class for graduate credits will be assessed an A–F letter grade based 
on the quality of  the electronic and print portfolios. Each unacceptable or missing require-
ment will result in the student not passing the course.



•	 It is expected that members of  this class will observe strict policies of  academic honesty and will 
be respectful of  each other. Any instances in which cheating, including plagiarism and unauthor-
ized use of  copyrighted materials, computer accounts, or someone else’s work is determined, will 
be referred to Student Services and will be investigated to the fullest extent.

•	 Students may not submit work they did prior to the start of  this semester. Any recycled work 
submitted will be considered cheating and will result in an F for the course.

•	 For more information regarding plagiarism, see: 

 http://www.unco.edu/dos/academicIntegerty/index.html

Academic Integrity:
Plagiarism/Consequences

•	 Students with disabilities:  Any student requesting disability accommodation for this class must 
inform the instructor giving appropriate notice.  Students are encouraged to contact Disability 
Support Services at (970) 351-2289 to certify documentation of  disability and to ensure ap-
propriate accommodations are implemented in a timely manner.

 http://www.unco.edu/DSS/eligibilty.asp

Disability Statement

•	 The weather at Mesa Verde may vary from hot and dry to cold and rainy. Students must prepare 
for these conditions by checking the weather predictions prior to leaving for Mesa Verde. In addi-
tion, they should bring clothes to anticipate unexpected conditions. 

•	 Bring sunscreen and insect repellent. Be careful with repellent containing DEET. It will melt the 
plastic that covers most cameras.

•	 Wear sturdy shoes/boots that are appropriate for hiking. Sandals and flip-flops should only be 
worn at the campsite.

•	 All food must be stored in bear lockers so there is limited space. Please only bring what you need 
for meals.

•	 Don’t leave camera and electronics out in the open-especially if  you aren’t around. Thieves have 
been known to prey on campers leaving valuables behind.

•	 Students should get in the habit of  regularly saving work and getting up from behind the comput-
er. Taking a short walk and stretching will help alleviate muscle soreness

•	 Students should always wash their hands prior to and after using keyboards
•	 Students should never operate electrical equipment with wet hands
•	 Food and drinks are not allowed in the digital lab

Safety Issues

•	 All students are expected to adhere to the University’s Student Code of  Conduct, designed to 
promote a safe and respectful learning environment. For more information about your rights and 
responsibilities as a UNC student, see:

     
 www.unco.edu/dos/honor_code/index.html

Student Code of  Conduct

http://www.unco.edu/dos/academicIntegerty/index.html
http://www.unco.edu/DSS/eligibilty.asp
www.unco.edu/dos/honor_code/index.htmlhttp://


PHOTOGRAPHY @ MESA VERDE is designed to allow photographers any level of ability to participate. 
The primary purpose of the course is to produce a portfolio of images that reflect the individual’s interest and 
specific point of view, based on the unique features of Mesa Verde National Park.

Any type of camera and media may be used to produce the photographs, but the student must supply their own 
cameras, lenses and other equipment. Among the camera choices are: [digital] compact point and shoot, cellphone, 
DSLR, video or [film] point and shoot, SLR, medium format, large format, and toy camera. Because we are camp-
ing, electricity to recharge batteries is difficult. There are electrical outlets in the rest rooms, and laundromat. 
However using a car charger is a better alternative. In addition, make sure you bring enough memory cards for the 
trip. I strongly advise not bringing a computer due to theft potential.

The lab facilities are limited to black and white film from 35mm to 8x10 and digital. We have scanners for 35mm 
to 8x10 film to digitize the processed film, as well as a flat bed scanner capable of scanning up to 8-1/2” x 11” 
prints. 

Students who wish to use color negative or transparency film must find a lab that will process the film on their own. 
Once the film is processed, the student may use the lab’s scanners to digitize the film.

The print lab has two Epson 3880 printers (capable of up to 17” x 35” prints) and one Epson 4800 printer (capable 
of 17” x 100’ prints). Students must supply their own paper for the final portfolio. 

Photography Information

Students are responsible for their own transportation to Mesa Verde. It is best if students carpool  to the park. 
Because of the optional trip to Hovenweep at the end of the week, all photography students must make sure that the 
car they are in is also going on the trip. Otherwise, make plans to join another vehicle. Everyone in the car should 
plan to pay the driver’s expenses. 

We will be camping at the group camping section at the Morefield Campground. All arrangements, including entry 
and camping fee are to be set up with Chip Coronel at the informational meeting in April. If you miss this deadline, 
you are responsible for your own entry and campsite.
Campers must bring their own camping equipment. This includes, but is not limited to: a tent, sleeping bag, stove, 
pans, eating utensils, food, etc. It is best to get together with other students and share a tent, and food/equipment. 
(Although you probably should not share a sleeping bag unless the two of you are very close.)

Plan for four complete days at Mesa Verde (Dinner: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; Breakfast: Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday; and Lunch: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday) Lunches will not be 
at the campground so you should plan to make sack lunches. For dinners, you may also choose to head into Cortez.

Bring water/water bottles. Plan on it being hot and dry. There will be plenty of places to fill up the bottles, but if 
you go on long hikes, carry at least a couple quarts of water.

If you don’t want to camp, there is lodging in Cortez, about 22 miles to the west. It is extremely important if you 
choose this option, that you don’t miss any group meetings.

Transportation & Lodging



Students are encouraged to experiment with their photography. The only way to grow as a photographer is to 
not play it safe. Sometimes this is achieved by using a piece of equipment that is new to you, it can be shooting a 
different media than you normally use. It may also be spurred by a new setting or finding subject matter that you 
normally don’t photograph.  

Most of the time, the photography students are responsible for find locations/objects to photograph. If you are tak-
ing the art history class concurrently, you must attend all their meetings and hikes. The only exception is Thursday 
morning. That is when we will be meeting at Balcony House. There is an extra $50 fee for the photography class 
that must be paid prior to the start of the class. If this fee is not paid, the student will be dropped from the class.
There is this extra fee because we are requesting that the National Park Service grant us a special limited entry 
to Balcony House. If this is approved, we will be allowed entry before it opens for tours. This means that we will 
have an hour to photograph the site without having to worry about anyone else getting in our way. Unfortunately, 
we don’t know if our request is approved until just before the class. If our request is turned down, the fee will be 
refunded. 

You may take photographs during the art history hikes, but it is usually better to use these times to scout for loca-
tions to return to later on. This requires some discipline, but usually results in better, more cohesive photographs.
We also have an optional trip to Hovenweep National Monument to see the Solstice Indicator. Although the sol-
stice takes place on the 20th, the visual effect of the indicator is still interesting. In addition, we will be visiting 
several sites within the monument. The bad news is that in order to reach the indicator by sunrise (5:54am) we 
need to leave the campground by 3:30am. We will be carpooling to the site and will return to Mesa Verde if there 
are cars left behind. If you are taking the art history class, you should be writing the essay during the entire week. 
This way your paper can be turned in before you leave. This needs to be turned in by 11am on Friday and we prob-
ably won’t be back until after this time. You may also talk to Chip prior to this time for alternative arrangements.

Photography Information

Ultimately, each student is required to produce a portfolio of images from this trip. A portfolio is a cohesive set 
of images that have some type of a common theme. Students taking the class for undergraduate credits (Art308) 
must produce a portfolio of at least 8 photographs. In order to encourage creativity, the portfolio will be evaluated 
pass/no pass. Students taking the class for graduate credits (Art508) must produce a portfolio of at least 15 pho-
tographs. These portfolios will be assessed A-F.

Students will also be responsible for selecting a single image that they will share with all the participants in the 
class. To do this each student will produce an edition of signed prints that will be distributed to everyone on the 
last day of class.

Required Elements

Links 
t  Mesa Verde National Park   < http://www.nps.gov/meve/index.htm>
t  Hovenweep National Monument  < http://www.nps.gov/hove/index.htm>

http://www.nps.gov/hove/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/hove/index.htm
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9:00 AM–6:00 PM
9:00 AM–6:00 PM
9:00 AM–6:00 PM
9:00 AM–6:00 PM
9:00 AM–4:00 PM
9:00 AM–4:00 PM
Closed
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Course Schedule

TOPIC
Demo/Lecture

ACTIVITY

Arrive @ Mesa Verde
3:00 PM

Set up campsite
Photography Meeting 5pm

Sunday 6/17

Evening Photography Photography Meeting 7pm
Montezuma Valley Overlook

Monday 6/18

Multi-image Photography Photography Meeting 4pm
Museum

Tuesday 6/19

Work DayWednesday 6/20

Site-specific Photography Photography Activity 8am
Balcony House [tentative]

Thursday 6/21

Lab Instruction/Work Day Instruction: AA132 9amMonday 6/25

Work DayTuesday 6/26

Work DayWednesday 6/27

Work DayThursday 6/28

Presentation & Print Sharing Final Meeting 3pmFriday 6/29

Optional Trip [Hovenweep 
Solar Indicator]

Leave for Hovenweep 3:30am
Arrive @ Sunrise: 5:54am

Friday 6/22

Lab Hours


